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Proverbs the twenty fourth, 2 1ſt verſe, 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with them 
that are given unto change. 


ſhould be eſteemed as one of the principal Sentences recor- 

ded in this Book. They not only enjoin Obedience, but 
direct to the Order of it; commanding us firſt to obey God, and then 
the King, as immediately ſubordinate to him, conſtituted to ſee God's 
Laws obſerved, and to enforce the Obſervation of them by enacting 
ſuch Laws as are not repugnant to them, 

It is univerſally agreed by all Perſons who have with any Care 
ſtudied the Nature of Government, that Factions and Diviſions have 
a natural Tendency to expoſe Kingdoms, or any other Form of Go- 
vernment to Deſtruction; and that the Peace, Safety and Security 
of all civil Society, are beſt ſecured and eſtabliſhed, when a right 
Underſtancing ſubſiſts between the Governours and governed; when 
both Parties are heartily united to proſecute the ſame End, in a due 
Execution of the ſame Means. This Obſervation will be ſufficiently 
illuſtrated, by calling to Mind the Hiſtory of our Mother Country, 
in the Beginning of the glorious Reformation. How ſteadily, how 
invincibly did SHE bear up againſt the infernal Malice and Policy of 
Rome, the Arms of Spain, the Abeitors of a Pretender to her Crown, 
and a malignant Party within her own Bowels, to ſecond and pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Enemy without! How ſteadily, I ſay, did 
ſhe bear up againſt their united Attempts, whilſt Harmony and good 
Underſtand ing ſubſiſted between the Court, the Country, our glorious 
Queen Elizabeth, and the People | This Unanimity did not only re- 
flect Honour upon our Country, but made England the Wonder of 
Europe, and effectually ſubverted and confounded the Deſigus of all 
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her Enemies: It made our Queen and Nation reverenced in thoſe 


Days, and will perpetuate their Fame to all Poſterity, as long as the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times continues to be read. 


And the ſame Cauſe will for ever produce the ſame Effects: Bri- 


tons will again become as conſiderable, as much revered and envied 
as ever, if they make the Maxim in my Text the Rule of their Ac- 
tiors; 10 fear God and the King, and meddle not with them that are 
given unto change. 

We are all from our Infancy inſtructed in our Duty to God; we 
have Paſtors and Teachers ſet over us for this Purpoſe, and not only 
ſo, but we can ſee with our Eyes the Duties enjoined in the Oracles 
of Truth: This ought to be regarded as a moſt invaluable Bleſſing, 
effectually ſapping the Foundation of that great Diana of the Church 
of Rome, implicit Faith. I can't indeed pretend to ſay ſo much of the 
Laws of the Land, nor is there any Occaſion I ſhould : If there be 
any Defect in the Promulgation of them, it is ſufficiently ſupplied by 
the Knowledge that every Man may acquire from the New-Teftament, 
in which Obedience to the higher Powers is indiſpenſibly required: 
And any Perſon whatſoever may learn from thence, upon due Re- 

ection and Conſideration, that by fearing God and the King, is to 
be underſtood an unalterable Stedfaſtneſs to the holy Religion there 
revealed to us; and due Subjection to the Government we live under, 
and legal Obedience to it. 

This is a very ſhort and ſummary Account of our Obedience to 


God and the King, and the Reaſon is, that I may have more Time 


ro enlarge upon the latter Part of the Text, and meddle not with 
them that are given unto change. 


Theſe Words are not only a Caution, but a Preſcription, to ſecure 


our Fidelity and Conſtancy in both the forementioned Duties, our 
Duty to God and the King. As if the wiſe Man had ſaid, One of 
the beſt Preſervatives againſt all kind of Vices, is carefully to avoid 
bad Company; there is, my Son, a ſtrange Contagion in ill Exam- 
ple, a ſpecious tempting Outſide in every Vice, which flatters our 
Senſes, and is but too agreeable to one or other of our Paſſions : Beware 
then, have nothing to do with thofe whom Diſcontent with the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs, fondneſs of Novelty, Avarice, Ambition, Va- 
nity or Self-conceit, put upon innovating in Religion and Govern- 
ment, but preſerve yourſelf by a ſtedfaſt regard to Duty in both theſe 


reſpects :. Avoid, fly from ſuch Innovations; into their Secret be not 


admitted. And meddle not with them that are given unto change, It 
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It may not be improper in diſcourſing from theſe Words, to aſſign 
ſome Cauſes of Men's being given unto change. 


In the ſecond Place, I ſhall repreſent the Danger of engaging 
with Men that are addicted to change. 


And ſhall in the laſt Place, make ſuch Improvements as Time, 
and the Deſign I have in View will admit of, 


Firſt, Tam to aſſign ſome Cauſes why Men are given to change. 
And the firſt and principal Cauſe may be, an unbounded aſpiring 
Ambition. Men meaſuring themſelves by their own fond Conceits 
and fantaſtical Imaginations, are led on to think that the World 
ſhould pay them the fame Reſpect and Adoration that they vainly 
imagine is due to them, and conclude themſelves neglected, overlook- 
ed, nay, affronted, if their Expectations are baulk'd, and they hap- 
pen to be conſider'd as ſecond to any. Now, when this is the Caſe, 
it is impoſſible for any Government upon Earth to gratify ſuch Pre- 
tenders: For as there may be many Competitors, and only one Prize 
to be diſpoſed of, upon being diſappointed, ſuch uneaſy Spirits will 
naturally form Parties, and fall into Faction. We are they that ought 
to ſpeak, who is Lord over us? Plal. the 12. 4. v.— 

Another Cauſe which contributes greatly to Factions and Diſ- 
orders in Civil Societies, is the Fury, the Violence of Men's Paſſions : 
Theſe breaking thro? the Bounds of Reaſon and Religion, like an im- 
petuous Torrent, ſweep all before them. Private Animoſities are 
well known to have had a larger Share in publick Diſtempers, than 
Men are willing to own; and indeed it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe, if Men are not diſpoſed to uſe the proper Means for quali- 
fy ing and tempering their Paſſions, 

The narrow contracted Proviſion Providence has been pleaſed to 
make for many in the World, may be another Cauſe of Men's being 
given to change. And a graceleſs Cauſe it is: The Men are ſtrangers 
to Contentment, and to the Law tflat enjoins it: No wonder then, 
that their pitiful Fortunes, and gaping Deſires, give their ulcerated 
Spirits a new Edge : No wonder (that being deprived of the Com- 
forts of Religion, having no Proſpect of approaching Glory and Hap- 
pineſs in another State, to qualify and allay the Afflictions and Trou- 
bles of this Life) the Men are led on and ſeduced into a thouſand 
Errors and Follies, and to ſatisfy their Vanity, Ambition and Prodi- 
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gality, don't ſeruple to ſacrifice the Peace of Society, and overthrow 
the beſt ordered and moſt excellent Conſtitution, 


Another Cauſe I ſhall juſt mention, which may contribute to pro- 
mote Factions and Diſorders in regular, well conſtituted Bodies, is a 


pragmatical, buſy, intermedling Temper. Men can't confine them- 
ſelves within their proper Limits and Sphere ; they are for graſping 
at Things above their Fortunes, and beyond their Capacities ; and 
becauſe they can't be gratified, as Matters are circumſtanced at pre- 
ſent, and no Way ſo probable of bringing them into Play, as an 
Alteration, a new State of Affairs, they will leave no Stone unturn- 
ed, but engage in Courſes moſt deſtructive to promote their own 
unſanctified Ends. 


I might aſſign many more Cauſes for Men's being addicted to 


change ; but as theſe ſeem to be the principal, on which all others 


have a natural Dependance, I ſhall proſecute this Point no fur- 
ther; but, 


Proceed to my ſecond Head, to lay before you the great Danger 


and Folly of engaging with thoſe who are given to change. 


I need not make uſe of Arguments, I believe, to convince you, 
that Men upon their enliſting into Parties and Factions, may deſign 
honeſtly and innocently ; they may be told, their Religion, their 
Liberties, their Properties are in Danger; and theſe we are all ſatis- 
Hed may prove very engaging Motives to honeſt well deſigning 
Men, to join with ſuch Perſons as they efteem zealous Aſſerters 
and Defenders of ſuch invaluable Bleſſings and Privileges. Their 
preſent Deſigns may not have the leaſt Tendency to overſet the Con- 
ſitvtion ; but then they may be inſenſibly led on by the Heads of 
the Faction to make one falſe Step, and ſo from one Evil to proceed 
to another, until they are finally involved in the moſt indire& 
Courſes, inextricable Mazes of Error and Sin; and not being able to 
make a ſafe Retreat, may become fo intemperate, as to bear down all 
Conſiderations of Reaſon and Religion; and to avoid the Puniſhment 
of one Crime, run headlong into the commiſſion of another. Com- 
pany caufes Confidence, and Numbers give Credit and Defence; 
Credit to the Crime, and Defence to the Criminal. Thus the modeſ- 
teſt Natures, hardned by the Fellowſhip and Concurrence of others 
in the ſame vicious Courſes, may dwindle into quite another Dif- 

fition and Frame of Spirit, and in a ſhort Time loſe all appre- 
henſion of the Indecency, the Wickedneſs of thofe Actions which 
they have ſo familiarly and fo long converſed with. An 


2 


by the Rebellion in Scotland. 7 


An vundoubted Inſtance of this firſt we have in the Cafe of the 
Royal Martyr, I charitably preſume, nay, I firmly believe, that 
many of thoſe miſerable Men that were concerned in that Rebellion, 
and finally in the King's Murder, would have ſtartled and trembled 
at the bare mentioning ſo horrible a Fact, when they firſt engaged 
in the Republican Faftion. But having once proſtituted their Under- 
ſtandings to the Cheats and Deluſions of their Ringleaders, they were 
naturally led to aſſent to any Principles, any Method that might 
ſupport the Cauſe they had embarked in: And thus their Zeal be- 
coming outrageous, tranſported them into Sedition, and then having, | 
no other Way to eſcape the Danger they perceived hanging over 

their Heads, they fell into the moſt unnatural Rebellion; and being 
engaged in Rebellion, what other Sanctuary, what other Security 
could they have recourſe to, but Regicide? (i. e) cutting off the King. 
People little know what they are made of, and can have no Security 
againſt falling into the very Depths of Hell, but Circumſpection, 
Care and Watchfulneſs, (under the Influence and Direction of Grace) 
in the Preſervation of their Innocence, and a due Conſideration of the. 
Conſequence and Tendency of every Action and Undertaking. 

The Caſe of Hazael ſeems very a propos to the Subject I am now 
upon, When Eliſba foretold him what mighty Miſchiefs he ſhould 
be Inſtrumental of bringing upon J/rael, that he ſhould fire their 
ſtrong Holds, ſlay their young Men with the Sword, daſh in Pieces 
their poor Infants, and rip up their Women with, Child; Outrages ſo 
barbarovs and bruitiſh, that he could not think human Nature capable 
of perpetrating them, as appears by his Anſwer : What, is thy Ser- 
vant a Dog, that he ſhould do this great Thing? It could not enter 
into his Heart, that he ſhould ever be inclin'd to commit ſuch Cra- 
elties and Barbarities. But no ſooner did his Ambition tempt him 
to ſtain his Hands in his Royal Maſter's Blood, but to attone for his 
villanous Treachery, he fulfilled all that the Prophet foretold. 

This Example ſhould be a Warning, ſhould teach Men to look to 
themſelves, and preſerve their Innocence, never to flatter themſelves. 
that their Opinions will not alter with their Circumſtances, or be- 
lieve themſelves Temptation-Proof, becauſe their Reſolutions are 
good for the preſent, and they deſign not to depart from that Rule, 
but carefully to avoid all Opportunities that may betray them into 
ſuch Crimes as they ſeem now to abhor, and never perſwade them» 
ſelves that it is in their Power to ſtop at this or to*ther Offence or 


Degree 
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Degree in Sin, and proceed no further. There is no Inſtance of any 
Man's arriving at a deſperate Pitch in Wickedneſs ſuddenly ; this is 
brought about n by Progreſſion; one Sin drew on another, 


the Purpoſes of his Heart were changed by new and fatal Opportu- 
nities ; he yielded by little and little to Cuſtom and Example, im- 
| bibed the Manners of his Companions, until at length he became the 
| Man himſclf whoſe Image ſometime before would have ſcared and 
| terrified him. Medale not with them then, my Brethren, that are 
given unto change, it you would preſerve your Innocence and Virtue 
| tree from the moſt dangerous Temptations. 

| 


| But, Secondly, Meddle not with them that are given unto change, be- 
4, cauſe thereby you may involve yourſelves in the greateſt temporal 
' Miſchiefs and Calamities. ; 

We need not ſpend much Time to ſhew, that the Lord of Hoſts, 
the Mighty God of War, is concern'd to defend the righteous Cauſe, 


| and to arm his Power againſt the rebellious. All ſovereign Power, 
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| we know, is immediately derived from him; by Commiſſion from 


him Kings act; every lawful Ruler holds his Government by a cer- 


tain Deputation from the King of Kings; and the Commiſſion by 
| which he holds it is God's Word: This is the Voice of Scripture, 


this is the Voice of Reaſon. To fly then in the Face of ſuch 


| Powers, regularly conſtituted and ſet over us, to take up Arms in a 


rebellious Manner, in order to dethrone our Prince, and overſet the 


' Government eſtabliſhed among us, diſcovers not only a peremptory 
Diſobedience to thoſe Laws of God, which require our dutiful Sub- 


miſſion to our lawful Superiours, but a direct Renunciation alſo of 


the divine Authority it ſelf; and conſequently is ſuch a Crime as the 
' Almighty is more immediately concerned to puniſh, Wherefore, 


if Men would not make themſelves the Marks of divine Vengeance, 


and expole their guilty Heads ro its Almighty Thunderbolts, it con- 
| cerns them to be very careful not to ſwerve from their due Allegiance 
to their Prince; it concerns them not to ſuffer their Pride or Diſcon- 
tent to prey upon their Loyalty; it concerns them not to imbibe ſedi- 
tious Principles, nor intrigue with factious Combinations, which are 


the very Seminaries of Rebellion; but out of an awful Fear and 
Dread of the Divine Majeſty, they ſhould honour and obey the King, 

and avoid as they would Plague or Peſtilence, meddling with thoſe 
that are given to Change, 


Many 
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Many of the Scatiiſ Rebels, we humbly hope (without any 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity) are convinced before this Time, of the 
pernicious Conſequences of unſtable Principles : They have been 
taken in the Devices they imagined, and have had the Reward of 
their Deſerts. Surely ſuch Wretches muſt have been addicted to 
change with a Vengeance, who could prevail upon themſelves to 
join the Inhabitants of Babylon, to raſe the Walls of their own Sion; 
to conſpire and rebel againſt a Prince, who is a Defender of the Faith 
they profeſs, and to join with one who by the Principles of his Re- 
ligion, is under the moſt ſolemn Obligations to deſtroy it. But this 
requires a more particular Conſideration, | 

Now, what can be more aſtoniſhing ? How could ſuch a Relation 
ever obtain Credit, were it not verified in Fact, that any of our 
Fellow Subjects ſhould be given over to ſuch Infatuation ; that any 
Proteſtant ſhould have fo little Regard either to his Religion or the 
Welfare of his native Country, as upon any Account whatſoever, to 
favour and encourage the Lntroduftion of Popery, and the bringing 
over a French Army to ſubdue and enſlave it? Oh fell it not in Gath, 
publiſh it not in the Streets of Aſtalon ! 

But however, ſuch it ſeems there are Many; Many who have 
dared to lift up their treacherous Hands againſt that very Crows 
they had ſworn to ſupport upon his Majeſty's Head, and to ſet up 
the Standard of that Pretender whom they had frequently and ſolemnly 
abjured : Many who have been audacious enough to proclaim the 
Title of their am Prince, with thoſe very Tongues with which 
they had often ſworn, that he had no Right or Title whatſoever to 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain, and with which they had 
imprecated the Divine Vengeance upon their own Heads, it they 
did not act ſincerely, Can ſuch Monſters as theſe hope for Succeſs ? 
What do they take the Almighty to be? Think they that he can 
be impoſed upon with broken Vows and Perjury ? Can ſuch be 
delivered? Oh, no! God has declared himſelf a jealous God, a God 
that will not hold them Guiltleſs that take his Name in vain,—But 
let us pauſe and conſider, what Arguments can be framed, what 
Excuſes or Pretences made for this unnatural Rebellion, this turning 
our Mother Country into a Scene of Confuſion and Blood. Can his 
Majeſty's Right and Title be diſputed ? Is not his Claim as good as 
any Prince's in Europe ? Has not the Crown been ſettled on him by 
the concurring Votes of Lords and Commons, under the auſpicious 
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Influences of King William and Queen Anne ? Is not the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion in the illuſtrious. Houſe of Hanover a Point in which all 
Parties, all Factions have at leaſt pretended to be agreed? And 


has not this Title been recognized in moſt folemn Prayers and 


Thankſgivings to Almighty God, when Men could not prevaricate 


without the vileſt Hypocriſy ? I know there has a Noiſe been made 
about indefeaſible hereditary Right, and the like ; but the Advocates 


for that Scheme have not duly conſidered, that that Doctrine will 


invalidate the Right of any Prince upon Earth ; for upon their Hy- 
potheſis, there can be but one Perſon in the Univerſe, that has any 


| Right to be a King, and he muſt prove himſelf deſcended in a 
right Line from the eldeſt Son of Noah, the Conſequence of which 


muſt be Diſorder, Anarchy, Confuſion. 

But, this Hypotheſis will appear alcogether whimſical, whether we 
conſult the Laws of God, or the Laws and Cuſtoms of our own 
Country, If we conſult the Scriptures, we ſhall there find David, 
who was of another Tribe and Family, ſucceeding Saul; Solomon ſuc- 
ceeding David, in Preference to his elder Brother; and Fehoahaz pre- 
fer'd to JZehoiakim ; with many other Inftances. It we conſult the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of our own Country, we ſhall find, that from Willzam the 
Conqueror, to his preſent Majeſty King GOR OE, (in which Time we 
have a Succefſion of thirty and one Kings and Queens) we have not 
had above four, who have ſucceeded one another in (what is called) 
tbe right Line; and we ſhall there likewiſe find, that in the Reigns 
of Queen Elizabeth and Queen Anne, it was enacted High Treaſon 
to queſtion the Power of Queen and Parliament to limit and bind the 
Crown, and the Deſcent and Inheritance thereof. Theſe Authorities 
thew (beyond all Contradiction) that his Majeſty's Title to the 
Crown of his Realms is conſiſtent with, and eſtabliſh'd both by the 
Laws of God, and the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Land. 

But, ſecondly, May not his Majeſty have exerciſed ſome Acts of 
Tyranny and arbitrary Power ? May he not have made his Will the 
Meafure of his Actions, and govern'd by Luft, Prejudice or Fancy? 
How the Subject is to ſeek for Relief in ſuch difficult Circumſtances 


as theſe, is not my Buſineſs to determine: But this we are certain of, 


that nothing of this Sort can be objected againſt our Sovereign, by 
the moſt audacious and inſolent of thoſe Rebels that are, or have been 
in Arms againſt him. The Prerogative has not in the leaſt been 
ſtretch'd beyond its due and proper Bounds, No Man has been a4 
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rived of Life or Fortune in an illegal Way: The Laws of the 
s. are the Compaſs he has conſtantly ſteer'd by; and he can ap- 
peal in che Words of the Prophet, Here I am this Day, witneſs againſt 
me before the Lord; whoſe Ox have I taken, or whoſe Aſs have I taken ? 
Whom have 1 defrauded ? and whom have I oppreſſed? Whence then 
can that Spirit of Sedition ariſe which hurries and diſturbs our Peace ? 
It muſt be the Work of thoſe mutinous Fiends, who farſt excited a 
Rebellion in Heaven againſt the Almighty, and now againſt his 
Vicegerent. 

But, thirdly. May it not be ſaid, that Religion is in Danger? 
Never, I believe, was there leſs Reaſon for this Complaiat ; but of 
this by and by, — 

Our Northern Traytors then have not even Fig- Leaves to cover 
the Nakedneſs of their Cauſe, nor the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon to ex- 
cuſe or palliate their Perjury and Treaſon. We read of the Jeus 
blowing the Trumpet in Sion, and lifting up a Standard in that holy 
Mountain; but then it was in oppoſition to the Children of Babylon. 
But our Northern Rebels are without Precedent, for they have joined 
the Inhabitants of Babylon, and to ſhew an unheard of Zeal for 
their Religion, are diſpoſed to commit ic to the Care of one, who, by 
the Principles of his Religion, is obliged to deftroy it. Let the 
World be Judge, if it does not diſcover a judicial Infatuation, an 
utter Deprivation of Reaſon and Conſideration, to imagine that Pro- 
teſtants, in any Shape, of any Denomination, can promiſe themſelves. 
Security under the Influence of a bigotted Popiſh Prince, who thinks. 
himſelf as much obliged by the Conſtitutions and Councils of the 
Romiſh Church, as we do our ſelves by one of St. Paul's Epiſtles. 
Now by one of theſe Conſtitutions, all Secular Lords are ordered and 
required to exterpate all ſorts of Hereticks out of their Dominions, and 
that under Pain of Excommunication, and the Loſs of their Lands. 
Sheep then may be as ſafe in the Cuſtody of Wolves, as Proteſtants 
under the Dominion and Government of a Child of Rome. Is this 


gratis diflum ? Oh, no! We have had woful Experience of it in 


the Reign of two Popiſh Princes ſince the Commencen ent of the 
Reformation, Queen Mary and King James. Queen Mary in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner aſſured the Gentlemen of Suffolk, who maintain-- 
ed her Title againſt her Rival Queen Fane, that ſhe would make no 
Innovation, no Alteration in the Religion ſettled and confirmed by 
King Edward : But no ſooner was ſhe eſtabliſhed, but ſhe forgot 
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her Engagements, and with Havghtineſs told them, (when they ſub- 
miſſively prefer*'d a Petition to remind her of her Promiſe) that 
Members were to obey their Head, and not to think to direct and 
gavern it. And much in the fame Manner were the oppoſers of 
the Bill of Excluſion, and King James's Abettors againſt the Duke 
of Monmouth and his Rebels treated by him. Theſe are Inſtances 
in a Manner freſh in the Minds of all Proteſtants, Now can it de- 
ſerve any Epithet better than Deſtraction in People, after two ſuch 
Experiments, to be for trying a third? 


But I am willing to proceed to the very extent of this Caſe; and 


will now ſuppoſe (for Argument ſake) fuch a Thing as indefea/ible 
hereditary Right, founded in Reaſon, Scripture, and the Laws of the 
L and. | | 

I will ſuppoſe, contrary to Experience and Matter of Fact, that his 
Majeſty King GzoRGE has exceeded the Limits preſcrib'd to the 
Prerogative, and in ſome Inſtances abuſed the Power lodg'd and en- 
truſted in his Hands. I will further fuppoſe, that the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion has not met with all the Countenance and Encouragement which 
her ſanguine and zealous Minifters might probably expet,—— And 
firſt, | | 

Of indefeaſible hereditary Right : Suppoſing this founded in Reaſon, 
Scripture, and the Laws of the Land; yet thoſe who make uſe of 
this Plea in favour of the Pretender, do manifeſtly beg the Queſtion. 
For how do they know that the Man ridiculouſly called Prince Charles, 
is Grand-ſen to James the ſecond? It is well known, that his ſuppoſed 
Fatber*s Birth was controverted in the Day of it by ſome; and that 
others who allow'd the Birth of a Child, maintained that it was 
ſtrangled in the Birth, and that a ſuppoſititious ſpurious Brat was im- 
poſed upon the Nation. But be this as it will, every one that is at all 
acquainted with Englih Hiſtory, very well knows, that the Laws of 
the Land were ſo far from being complied with, upon this Occaſion, 
that they were treated with Diſdain and Contempt. Theſe I take to 
be ſtrung Preſumptions, if not Demonſtrations, againſt the Hereditary 
Right of the Father. What then ſhall we think of the Son? Eng- 
liſbmen are abſolute ſtrangers to his Birth, ſtrangers to his Education, 
not one in ten ever heard there was ſuch a Creature in Being, before 
they had the News of his appearing at the Head of a deſperate re- 
bellious Crew of Ruffians in the North of Scotland. Shall ſuch Pre- 


tentions then as theſe be thought ſufficient to found an * 
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Right to the Crown of England upon? For my part, I would as ſoon, 
recognize the hereditary Right of an Indian Sachem, or Sagamore. 

Let us now, in the ſecond Place, ſuppoſe his Majeſty had in ſome. 
Inſtances abuſed the Power lodg'd in his Hands, had ſtretch'd tae 
Prerogative beyond its due Bounds, and that the People were imme- 


diate Judges of his Mal-Adminiſtration : Yet we know it is a ſettled 


Point, an eſtabliſh'd Maxim, that of two temporal Evils the leaſt is 
always to be choſen, Now is there any Compariſon between a Prince 
who makes the Laws of the Land the Rule of his Government, who 
does not pretend to ſet himſelf above them, altho' he may at the lame 
Time be guilty of ſome Frailties and Miſtakes in the Courſe of his 
Adminiſtration ; I ſay, is there any Compariſon between ſuch a Prince, 
and one who ſets himſelf above the Laws, claims and exerciſes a 
Power of diſpenſing with them at Pleaſure, leaves all legal Securities 
at Mercy, raiſes Armies in Times of Peace, to ſubdue and terrify his 
Subjects, is an inveterate Enemy to the eſtabliſhed Religion of the 
Country, and ſworn to exterpate it; and to compleat all, borrows his 
Maxims of Government from the arbitrary. tyrannical Courts of France 
and Spain? Is all this chimerical? Look back, my Brethren, and 
you'l find it verified to a Tittle in the Reign of the pretended Grand- 
Father to him who now diſturbs Great- Britain's Peace. You'l find 
King James exerciſing a diſpenſing Power with the Laws; you'l 
find him, by virtue of this Power, conſtituting Privy-Counſellors, 
Judges, Juſtices of the Peace, and other Officers not qualified by 
Law: You'l find him garbling all the Corporations in England, and 
entirely disfranchiſing ſome of them: You'l find him raiſing a ſtanding 
Army, keeping it on foot in Times of Peace, in order to accompliſh 
his Deſigns, contrary to the fundamental Privileges of the Kingdom : 
Yow'l find him depriving a whole Society of their Free: holds (I 
mean the Fellows of Magdalen- College) becauſe they would not violate 
their Statutes, and perjure themſelves z and impriſoning ſeven Biſho 
for petitioning in a Caſe where the Law was clearly on their Side. 
All this he did, and many Things beſides, needleſs now to enu- 
merate. | | 

| Behold then the glorious Change! Behold the Advantages ! Behold 
the Chains, the Yoke, the preſent Propagators of Rebellion would 
hammer out for us and our Poſterity! God of his infinite Mercy 


. avert this Curſe from us! but may thoſe Incendiaries have the full 
Fruition of that Slavery they _ ſo earneſtly to deſire (I mean as 
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or any particular Denomination 
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many as eſcape the Gallows) in thoſe Countries where arbitrary and 


tyrannicat Principles prevail. In the mean Time, O my Soul, come 


| #0t thou into their Secret, unto their Aſſemblies mine Honour be not thou 
 anited ; curſed be their Anger, for it is fierce, and their Wrath, for it 


i cruel. 


Let us now, in the laſt Place, 1 that the Proteſtant Religion, 

F Proteſtants, has not met with all 

the Countenance and Encouragement their ſanguine Miniſters might 
probably expect. 

It would be « vain Thing in me, to pretend to enumerate the Pri- 

vileges ard Bleſſings that not only the Eftabli/hment, but Diſſenters of 

all Denominations enjoy, under the auſpicious Reign of King Gror Gs : 


They are many and great. It is not indeed to be expected, that any 


Government ſhould ſubſiſt upen Earth without Malecontents and 
Factions: And it is well known, that nothing is more abuſed than 
Religion, to promote the irreligious Deſigns of Hypocrites. But if 
Men had the real Intereft of Religion at Heart, they would never 
fall upon ſuch Means of promoting it, as muſt neceſſarily prove de- 
trimental to it, and ſubverſive of it: They would certainly chooſe to 
enjoy it in its Purity, tho* under fome Difficulties and Uneaſineſs, 


than truck it for Superſtition. They would, inſtead of flying to Po- 


pery for Refuge, uſe all honeſt Means for Redreſs; and if they ſhould 
fail in this Reſpect, they would patiently ſubmit, until God in Mercy 
is pleafed to relieve them, rather than ſubject their Country to Papal 
Tyranny ; their Laws, their Eſtates, their Liberties to Papal Invaſion'; 
their Lives to Papal Perſecution, and their Souls to Papa! Deluſion. 
The fifth of November is ſtill celebrated among us, and fit it is 
that the Memorial of it ſhould be handed down from Generation to 
Generation. I may be bold to affirm, that no good Man unacquainted 
with the helliſh Conſpiracy of that Day, could with the utmoſt Stretch 
of Invention, form to himſelf ſuch a complicated Piece of Villany. 
But the” ſuch wicked Deſigns could not have even been ſuſpected 
before they were in Reality detected; yet after repeated Deliverances 
rom the {ame Quarter, not. ta be apprehenſive of Danger from fuch 


' Inhuman Adverſaries, is Infatuation; not to be awake and upon our 


Guard, is Diſtraction. Catbolibłs (as they are pleaſed to call them- 
Klos, with the urmoſt Impropriety) are the ſame ravenous Wolves 
Kin, retain the fame favage Diſpoſition to the Flock of Chriſt, which 


ey (according to their charitable Principles) think proper to = 
; matile 
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matife with the odious Apellation of Herelicts; and as ſuch, think, 
it not only lawful, but neceſſary to exterpate them off the Face of 
the Earth. 

Thus I have examined the moſt plauſible Pleas that can be urged 
in Favour of the Rebels; and tho? I have ſuppoſed them founded in, 
Reaſon and Religion, yet you ſee they are all ſtrongly in Favour of 
his Majeſty, and directly againſt the Pretender. The Diſturbers then 
of our native Country's Peace, muſt have Recourſe to ſome other ex- 
tenuating Pleas; and what can theſe be but Ambition, Avarice, - 
Diſappointment, Revenge, Vanity, Self-conceit, patching up bad 
Fortunes, Levity, Fickleneſs of Temper, ſcheming Heads, a love of 
innovating in Religion and Government? It is not at all then to be 
wondered at, that Wretches ſhould be given to change, who are in- 
fluenced by ſuch abominable Motives, from which I pray God of his 
Mercy to deliver us. | 

The Ringleaders of the unnatural Rebellion in Great- Britain, we 
have great Reaſon to think, have met with their juſt Deſerts: (the 
Offences of the Nation muſt be very great, and their Sins in a man- 
ner deſperate, if Rebellion and Perjury are permitted to proſper) But 
however culpable and unpitied they fall, their wretched and miſled- 
Dependants, who never conſidered the Conſequences of this atrocious 
Villany, are really Objects of Pity and Compaſſion. I am perſwaded, 
that the moſt barbarous among them, would have trembled at the 
Fhoughts of taking up Arms againſt the Government, had they been 
before- hand expoſtulated with in this Manner: Lou are now entering 
upon a dark and diſmal Scene of Blood, Diſorder and Confuſion? 
You are going to do you know not what, for the ſake of you know 
not who! That your whimſical Notions of ſome Body's Right may 
take Place, you are going to join the inveterate Enemy of your 
Country, the perfidious French King, (who aims at no leſs than Uni- 
verſal Sway, to ſubjrct to himſelf all the Powers of Europe) to the 
ruin not only of the Publick, but the exterpation of your ſelves: It 
you milcarry in the Villany, you ſacrifice Wives and Families to a 
Name, and you your ſelves die as Fools. If you ſucceed, it will b& 
thro' Seas of innocent Blood; thouſands are like to ſuffer, with whom 
you never had the leaſt Quarrel or Mifunderſtanding ; Parents will 
be butchered, Children will periſh» and ſtarve, the Trade of the-Coun« 
try will be clogg'd and obſtructed, and the Growth of it utterly 
conlumed ;z, the Conſequences ob. which muſt be Miſery and Famine. 
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And beſides, all this Miſchief, all this Deſtruction ſpring only from 
a Notion; for you have not the leaſt Proſpect of making your ſelves 
happier or eaſier, but you are embarking into the greateſt Danger, 
without the leaſt Appearance of any Good accruing from it. Finally, 
you are going to put your ſelves under the Direction of Perſons who 
have Policy enough to contrive, cunning enough to diſſemble, In- 


ſiauation enough to perſwade, Dexterity enough to execute any Miſ- 


chief, and no Senſe of common Honeſty to reſtrain them, no Princi- 
ples of ſound Religion to controll them, Were theſe Things fairly 


| repreſented to the ignorant Diſturbers of Great-Britain's Peace, they 


never would have riſqued their Necks to gratify the Ambition and 
wicked Dcſigns of their imperious Taſte Maſters. But the Dye is caſt, 
and they muſt ſtand or fall by it. 

Againſt the united Strength then of all his Majeſty's Enemies, all 


true Engli/hmen and Proteſtants have a Call to join with Heart and 


Hand, to unite their ſcattered Forces for the preſervation of our 


Civil Conſtitution, and that Church which is the Fence of the Engliſh 


Laws and Liberties, the Eye of the Reformation, and the never 
failing Bulwark againſt Popery; and for theſe Reaſons has been, and 
ever will be moſt vigorouſly attack*'d by Paprſts, and its Subverſion 


indefatigably and maliciouſly ſtudied. 


We are indeed removed at too great a Diſtance to be aiding and 


| aſſiſting to our diſtreſs'd Brethren ; were we nearer them, they would 


find we have Hearts as warm and well affected, and Hands as ready 
to execute as they. Wiſe was the Obſervation of Nehemiah, and 
wholſome the Advice he gave to the Nobles, the Rulers and Peo- 
ple of the Jes, Neh. 4. C. 19, 20. v. The Work is great and large, 


and we are ſeparated upon the Wall, mw from another: In what 
r 


Place therefore ye hear the Sound of the 
us; our God fhall fight for us. | 

We cannot, my Brethren, reſort to his Majeſty's Standard, 
at the Sound of the Trumpet ; but we may to the God and Father of 


umpet, reſort ye #hither unto 


( us all: Altho' we cannot with our Hands, yet we may aſſiſt our 


Fellow- Subjects by our Prayers. Let us then ſupplicate, in the moſt 
humble and fervent Manner, the great and infinitely wiſe God, to 


unite our Nobles, Rulers, and the reſt of the People, in the Defence 


of thoſe Ramparts which the Wiſdom of our Law-givers has provi- 
ded againſt the Aſſaults of Popery and Arbitrary Power; that this 
great, this large Work may be carried on by joint Aſſiſtance _ 

| Well; 


* — 
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well. concerted Meafures, and that thoſe who at preſent may be ſepa- 
rated too far from one another, may draw nearer together for their 
common Defence, and that every one in his Place and Station may 
diligently labour in this neceſſary Work, and that under the Guidance 
and Hirection of God's bleſſed Spirit, Prudence may direct the Cons? 
ſultations of thoſe that are ſet over us, that they may prove a Wea- 
pon of Defence againſt the treacherous Deſigns of our miſt ſubtle 
and jinveterate Enemies | "ih 

The Curſt of God, ſays the Prophet Zechariah, ſhall enter into the 
Houſe of bim that feeareth 7% by my Name 3 and it fhall remain in 
the mi 4 his Houfe, and ſpall confuqne it, with the Tiniber thereof,” and 
ply Stones thereof. 25 4. V. It-18 really melancholy, to fee 
any of oor unter yg us expoſe themſelves to the Curſe of God? 
But however, it is Matter of fome Conſolation, that this Curſe 


will attend the Cauſe they have eſpouſed 3 will be a dead Weight 
upon it, and figally- fink it. Oh! Perg We neyer then entertam a 
Thought of fuch Perfidioufneſs and Perjury 3 but in all Reſpeds be- 
have ourſelves in a loyal and dutiful Manner to our graciovs King, 
as our Church inftrufts and obliges us. The next great Duty to 
Piety to God, is Loyalty ty ouf Pring, as God's Vicegerent and 
Miniſter, What Preſumption then does it argue in Men, to pre- 
tend to promote Religion by Sedition and Rebellion? It may as well 
be done by curſing, ſwearing and Debauchery, He that pretends ,, 
Religion or an Jxcule or. iebelling,..has loſt what he .cantends for, 
before he begins the Conteſt. For how can any Man in Reaſon be 


calied religious, who reſiſts the Ordinance of God? 


Let us then, my beloved, ſhew that we fear God, by hon»uring the 


King, and medling not with yrs f greFgiven unto change. This is 
the Language of a0 0 pe, 011 CARE ine of our Church, the 


Ama 

very ſame that was 1 by 6 Fer 200 bis Apoſtles, free from 

Popiſh or Fanatical og tiops a 19101008. : 
read es guide by his Wiſdom, 


And now, may th 
protect by his Power, th Qe- f) eis ) ajeſty King GEORGE - 
1 land, and in his left Band 


may Length of Days be in ak 
nemies be cloathed with Shame, 


> 
U 


Riches and Honour. May his 
but upon his Head may the Crown flouriſh, May his Royal High- 
neſs Frederick, Prince of Wales, inherit the Virtues of his Father, 
together with his Dominions : May his illuſtrious Conſort be a fruitful 
VinE'by che Sides W 

ate 
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are round about his Table, prove certain Pledges of England's Peace 
and Proſperity ; and may. there never be wanting one from the. Loins 
bol the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, to ſucceed in the Throne of Great 
Britain, as long as the Sun and Moon endure. May his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke be fafe under the Covering of the Almighty's 
Wings; and may the Enemies to the, Peace ot our Sion flee before 
him, as Duſt before the Wind. Finally; may the Nobility, Ma- 
giſtrates, Officers and Gentry exert themſelves in their reſpective Ca- 
pacities at this critical Conjuncture: May the Glory of God, the Peace 
of the Nation, and the Salyation of Souls, be the principal Things 
to exerciſe the great Abilities of our Biſhops and Clergy ; and may 


" . 


| the People of all Ranks and Conditions prove pious and well affected, 
1 


0 [ 


dutiful and loyal; may they fear God and honour the King, and med- 
dle not with them that are given unto change. This God of his infinite 
' Mercy grant, for the Sake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Power 
and Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, now and for evermore.. 
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